THE KRISHNA IDOL OF PENUKONDA

The people of the town rely on their king to1
tect them, and stay here in that belief. They have
committed their life and all to his protection. If a
king does not realise what a responsibility this
casts on him and stays within his palace, lolling in
pleasure, what is to become of the town and of
the country ? I shall not go to your village on the
top of the hill. If the country and the capital are
destined to some harm I am willing to bear that
harm with them. There is danger to me if our
troops are beaten and the enemy enters the town.
Very well; in such a case, if no one else leads the
defenders, I shall stand in front of them and
hearten them and lead them." The prince" was
very wroth but he had not retained the right to
answer his mother. He told his wife that it
would be better if she would go up to the hill.
She said: "I cannot bear to go to that house
again." The mother-in-law said: " My dear, go
at least to Chandragiri. It is safer there. I have
nothing to fear from staying here. But you are
young and ought not to run any risk." The
princess said in reply : " I married this husband
and have lived with you. I shall stay with you to the
end. If there is danger of dishonour, is there not a
way of ending life ? I cannot leave you in danger
here and go to Chandragiri to be safe."